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ST. PAUL MESSENGER
SEPTEMBER ~ 2013
FROM THE PASTOR ––
September at St. Paul has always been an exciting month. In September we celebrate our
Shipwreck Remembrance. We recall the fear and the faith, the struggle and the strength
as the founders of this congregation made their way from Germany to the United States,
as they paved their way to new success. We thank God for his blessings on them and
their ministry, which we now share.
Recently we added our celebration of Confirmation as we stand with our young people as they take
responsibility for their faith. We do it in September so that Confirmation doesn’t feel like graduation from
Church but more like the new beginning that it is in their faith lives. It is always rewarding to see as these
young men and women step up, help with service, and pledge themselves to follow Christ.
Those things on their own can make a September great. Last year we added a Groundblessing Ceremony as we
began building our new home for worship and service. What a glorious time we had on a beautiful day,
thanking God for his blessings and praying for guidance.
This year we will dedicate that new building. We will lift up our new home for worship and service to the glory
of God in an afternoon service on September 15th. That morning we will celebrate Shipwreck. That afternoon
we will enter, for the first time, our new worship space. We will hear our organ, refurbished and installed. We
will bless and dedicate new font and pulpit and altar. We will share in Word and Sacrament. It will be a day, I
hope, that we will remember for years.
September is a month we remember and we celebrate together. This year we have a lot to celebrate and I pray
that all of us can be together as we dedicate our building, celebrate Shipwreck and take part in Confirmation. It
is going to be a wonderful month, plan to be with us.
Yours, in Christ

Pastor Steve

BUILDING TO BE A BLESSING
O God, Our Help in Ages Past,
Our Hope for Years to Come
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BUILDING COMMITTEE UPDATE ––
Praise God from who all blessings flow! We are now within three weeks of Dedication Sunday and all
appears to be on schedule or close to it. Floor coverings are done except for some floor transitions and the final
areas to be covered with the acrylic finish. Kitchen counter tops are expected to be installed starting this Friday.
E.P.A. Approval is expected later this week as verbal approval was indicated last week. Work on the asphalt
will begin August 27th and (weather permitting) should be completed in two days. Door, window, and base
trims continue this week.
Organ installation continues with the goal of completion within two weeks. Ceiling insulation should
begin to be blown in starting this week. Insertion of the stained glass panels and completion of the fire alarm
system should also be done this week.
We will begin cleaning and moving on Saturday, August 31st at 9:00AM and should be completed no later
than 12:00 noon. The kitchen will be the area we are most concerned about as we will have to install door pulls
after the counter installation and only then can we clean. If we are unable to work in this area due to a delay,
we will schedule another work time for this area.
Pastor Steve's books will still need to be moved as well as Jane’s office. These areas will be effected
greatly if we have not been given the OK by our structural inspector this week. Please keep a close watch on
the e–mail communications line Friday. We will let you know if we have to re-schedule due to
completion/inspection difficulties.
Please continue your prayers for our successful completion to this amazing and joyful undertaking.
Project Committee

ST. PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING
TUESDAY, AUGUST 13, 2013 ~ 7:00PM
Attendance: Tom Marquart, Emily Clark, Doug Coldren, Craig Durliat, Martin Grieser, Jennifer Griggs,
Sharon Hartman, Kyle Kramer, Melissa Kroske, Natalie McClelland, Patty Orwick, and Pastor
Edmiston.
CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Tom Marquart called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.
Pastor Edmiston opened with devotions, John 15, and the Council prayed together the Council Prayer.
APPROVE PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:
The July, 2013 Council meeting was cancelled due to many Council members attending the Navajo Mission
Trip.
FINANCIAL REPORT: (Jennifer Griggs)
 Jennifer distributed written copies of the financial report which listed checks written in July as well as
account balances of July 31, 2013.
 Total in the checking account as of July 31, 2013 is $257,010.74 (Current $25,007.00; Building
$222,814.45; Improvement $1,290.34; Missions $4,535.00; Special Projects $3,363.95.
 Current income for July, 2013 was $14,240.77. Current payouts for July, 2013 were $17,896.98.
 Building Project income for July, 2013 was $3,953.00. Building Project payouts for July, 2013 were
$141,398.51.
 Mission income for July, 2013 was $220.00. Mission payouts for July 2013 were $0.
 Improvement income for July, 2013 was $125.00. Improvement payouts for July were $0.
TRUSTEES’ REPORT: (Natalie McClelland)
 Steve Reichley inquired about the Crates Memorial Fund for his daughter Rachael.
PASTOR’S REPORT: (Pastor Edmiston)
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Summer lunch program was attempted with little success.
VBS, church picnic, and Navajo Mission trip were all a success.
We are working on the Leave-taking service and Dedication service.
We need volunteers from Council to help carry items to the new church.
Do we want to give a memento to people attending the Dedication service?
I may need Reformation Sunday as vacation to move my daughter into her dorm room at college.
Do we want to do an Open House for the community and surrounding area?
Kay Sidle has requested to use the Fellowship Hall the first weekend in November.
Mary Wells has requested to use the Fellowship Hall for Thanksgiving. (Natalie McCelland moved,
seconded by Kyle Kramer to permit Mary Wells to rent the Fellowship Hall for Thanksgiving.
Motion carried.)

PARISH EDUCATION REPORT: (Emily Clark)
 Talked about classrooms, ordering white boards and cork boards, putting boards up in the hallways to
display classroom’s “Happenings” possibly showcasing kids.
 Discussed new tables.
 Sunday school attendance: in October, showcase a class and have snacks, etc., an incentive for the little
kids to bring a friend to Sunday school, etc.
 Food drive.
 Rotational: rotate different people for 4 weeks, needs to be put in bulletin or possibly 2 people to share a
4–week commitment.
 Young adult class needs members.
 Sunday school teachers all coming back, will need to double check with toddler teachers.
 Need to double check with Kid’s Praise teachers, Kris Russell to find out.
 One Hundred people were served at the church picnic.
 Church feedback on picnic and VBS: move VBS back to July 6, 2014 and church picnic to July 13,
2014.
 General consensus on menu was that people liked it. Cost effective also. Suggestion to set up a
schedule for games and activities at church picnic.
 Seventy-nine total kids attended VBS.
 One half of VBS offering went to school supplies for the Navajo Missions and ½ to the VBS fund.
 Summer Bible study had 5 different girls come.
 September 8, 2013 is Rally Day and Teacher installation. Will have gifts and bagels. Brad Smith to
order and pick up bagels. Emily Clark to order gifts.
 Confirmation Day is September 29, 2013.
 August 24, 2013 the Parish Board and possibly some Sunday School teachers will be cleaning out the
storage and Sunday school rooms to determine which items will be moved to the new church.
 Kids’ mission project raised $300 dollars.
 Kids Praise starts September 11, 2013 – “The Miracles of Jesus”.
THERE WAS NO YOUTH MINISTRY REPORT
BUILDING PROJECT UPDATE: (Tom Marquart)
 Thirty items on the to–do list.
 Project right on schedule.
NEW BUSINESS:
1. Craig Durliat moved, seconded by Melissa Kroske to set October 20, 2013 as Harvest Home
Sunday. Motion carried.
2. Natalie McClelland is going to take care of getting the Harvest Home Decorating Committee.
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3. The nominating committee was set as follows: Tom Marquart, Chm., Melissa Kroske, and Emily Clark.
Marty Grieser suggested that they add to the nominating list a Delegate from our congregation for
Christian Clearing House.
4. The Annual Meeting date was set for November 10, 2013.
5. Discussion was held on the following for the new church:
a. Policies and rules
b. Cleaning committees
c. Janitorial Staff
d. Leave–Taking Sunday and Dedication Sunday
The meeting was adjourned at 8:24 p.m. with the Council praying together the Lord’s Prayer.
Sharon Hartman, Recording Secretary

OUTREACH COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY, AUGUST 5, 2013 ~ 7:00PM

PARISH EDUCATION BOARD MINUTES
THURSDAY, AUGUST 1, 2013
Present: Emily Clark, Kris Russell, Nancy Tobin, Stacey Edmiston, Cathy Renn, Brad Smith
Meeting Called to Order by Emily.
Brad gave devotions.
Minutes read by Emily, Correction made to where VBS offerings were given, otherwise approved as read.
Treasurer’s report: discussed 7/7/2013 deposit, otherwise written report approved.
No Pastor Report.
Old Business:
Talked about classrooms, ordering white boards and cork boards. Putting boards up in hallways to display
classroom’s “Happenings” Possibly showcasing kids. Discussed new tables.
Sunday School Attendance: In October showcase a class and have snacks, etc. Incentives for little kids bring a
friend Sunday, etc. food drive.
Rotational: rotate different people for 4 weeks to add that 4th teacher, needs to be put in bulletin or possibly 2
people to share a 4 week commitment.
Young adult class needs members.
Sunday school teachers all coming back, will need to double check with toddler teachers.
Need to double check with Kid’s Praise teachers, Kris Russell to find out.
Church feedback on picnic and VBS: Move VBS back to July, July 6th 2014 and picnic would be the 13th.
General consensus on menu was that people liked it. Cost effective also. Suggestion to set up a schedule for
games and activities at church picnic.
Summer Bible Study: had 5 different girls come.
New Business:
September 8th: Rally Day and Teacher Installation. Will have gifts and bagels. Brad Smith to order and pick
up bagels, Emily Clark to order gifts, possibly insulated cups.
Confirmation Day, September 29th, 2013, question whether we need to do anything for confirmands?
Sally Valentage, Secretary
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WORSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING
MONDAY, AUGUST 12, 2013 ~ 7:30PM

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS FOR SEPTEMBER 2013
SENIOR CHOIR DIRECTOR: Lisa Bower
PRAISE TEAM DIRECTOR: Jan Grieser
ADULT HANDBELL CHOIR DIRECTOR: Tammy Robinson
CHERUB CHOIR DIRECTOR: Kelly Settlage
YOUTH CHOIR DIRECTOR: Vera Sheets
SOUND SYSTEM: Marsha Grieser, Zachary Durliat, Logan Sheets, Melissa Kroske, Paul Hartman, and
Martin Grieser
ALTAR GUILD:
WEBSITE COORDINATOR: Matt Luke

Prayer Chain Contacts
Nadine Boehm –– nadineb@thewavz.com or 419–722–6370
Pam Hoffman –– hoffman87@embarqmail.com or 419–358–1682

Hospital Stays
It is important to the church that we support you through illness and hospitalizations. If you are admitted to
Blanchard Valley Hospital for an overnight stay we would like to know.
If you are planning an admission to any hospital, please call the church office at 419–326–3535 to let us
know the date you are entering and how long you anticipate staying.
At admission to BVH, planned or unplanned, you (or your spokesperson) will be asked several questions,
1. Religion: this may be asked at pre–registration or at admission along with your address, phone
number, etc. Please give our denomination.
2. If you wish to be on the Hospital Directory and the Religion List. These questions will be asked of
you (or your spokesperson) during the “Consent to Treatment” process. Please answer “yes” to both.
In order to protect your privacy the hospital does not routinely call the church to tell us you have been
admitted, unless you specifically ask them to call us. We depend on you or your family to let us know if you
have been admitted.
If you have been in the hospital for a day or two and have not been visited, please ask your family or nurse
to contact the church office.
A new federal law greatly restricts the disclosure of patient information by hospitals. As a result, the pastors
and church office may not know that a member of the church has been admitted to the hospital. If you are
hospitalized and would like to notify the pastor, it is important that you or a member of your family inform the
church office as soon as possible at 419–326–3535 and the secretary will contact the pastor.

PERSONS ST. PAUL HAS PRAYED FOR DURING THE MONTH OF AUGUST: Nancy Beard, Kate Benroth (Chris
Sheets’ friend/co–worker’s 6–year old daughter who is battling Batten’s Disease), David, Ann, and Brianna
Belanger (health issues for Ann), Kim Conkle (Wayne Sheets’ niece), Jessica DePuy, Adyson Dodge (17
month old daughter of Adam), Bob Durenberger (Beth Kimmel’s father), Pastor Rick and Gretchen [Wilson]
Eckard (Janet Carey’s sister and brother–in–law), Tom Gibson (Mandy Henson’s grandfather), Holley,
Emelia and Evie Hannah (mother and twin Emelia with health concerns), Paul Hartman, Jim Hindall (friend of
Wayne and Vera Sheets), Christine Kemerley, Debbie Kidd (Tom Valentage’s Valentage’s cousin),
PERSONS ST. PAUL HAS PRAYED FOR DURING THE MONTH OF AUGUST – CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE
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PERSONS ST. PAUL HAS PRAYED FOR DURING THE MONTH OF AUGUST – CONTINUED

Jim Laird (Lee’s brother), Ruth McAleer (Clarabelle Price’s friend), Sally McRitchie (Elaine Ingram’s high
school friend), Brandon Reichley, family and friends of Herbert R. Rettig, Merritt Rettig, John Romig, Helene
Scott (Clarabelle Price’s friend), family and friends of Deryl Shank, Laney St. Clair (Phyllis Rettig’s co–
worker’s 5–year old niece dealing with cancer again), Marie Valentage (Tom’s aunt), Carl Ward (Tracy
Riegle’s grandfather), Linda Jordan, all military personnel serving in Iraq and elsewhere including Ben
Wolford, Navajo Lutheran Mission School–Rock Point, AZ, Songambele Lutheran Church–Tanzania, and the
building crew working on our new building.

Congratulations to Jake and Amanda [Wolford] Leu on the birth of their son, Mason Jacob. Mason was
born on Saturday, August 17th and weighed 8½ pounds and was 21½ inches long. He is welcomed by his
grandparents, Rick and Jody Wolford and great grandparents, Forrest and Rachel Hartman.
Congratulations to Shawn and Jennifer [Inbody] Griggs on the birth of their son, Owen William. Owen
was born on Thursday, August 22nd at 98:43PM at Blanchard Valley Hospital. He weighed 8 pounds and 13
ounces and was 22 inches long. He is welcomed by his siblings, Olivia, Jared, and Brady and his grandparents,
Gerald and Eilene Inbody.

Our Christian Sympathy is extended to the family and friends of Herbert R. Rettig. Herb, 83, passed away
on Friday, August 16th. His funeral was held on Wednesday, August 21st at Concordia Lutheran Church,
Findlay with burial at St. Paul Cemetery.
Our Christian Sympathy is extended to the family and friends of Deryl Shank. Deryl passed away on
Friday, August 16th.
May the family and friends of Herb Rettig and Deryl Shank find comfort in the promise of the resurrection.

The family of Raymond Nesler would like to thank you for your prayers, food, and memorials at our time
of loss. Special thanks to Pastor Steve for his visits to see Raymond and the funeral service he provided. Thank
you to the Women of the Church for the delicious meal following the service.
To thank you for your kindness and sympathy at a time when it was deeply appreciated. Thank you for the
beautiful card with all of the member’s signatures expressing their sympathy. Francis Valentage and family
Dear Friends, Please know how much your prayers and cards have helped us in the passing of our
husband and father, Art Krebs. Love to Tom and Sally Valentage. Sincerely,
Wendy, Alyssa, and Andrea Krebs
We would like to thank everyone who supported our Christmas in July Mission Project. We raised
$336.00! With the money we raised we will be able to have many animals sent to people who are less fortunate
than we are. We will be ordering the following animals through the ELCA Good Gifts program: 1 sheep, 2
pigs, 1 goat, 3 ducks and 40 chicks. Thanks!
K – 6th Grade Sunday School Classes
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Thank You ~ Your kindness is special – and so are you! Members of St. Paul, Thank you very much for the
baby blankets. We are so grateful for the thoughtfulness of the members in times of joy. We will get a lot of
use from the blankets. They are adorable! Thank you so much!
Bryan and Kelli Schroeder
Hancock Christian Clearing House, an organization of churches in Hancock County, of which St Paul is a
member church, is in need of children’s tooth brushes, laundry soap, and size 4 diapers. Thank you for all
the donations we have been receiving from the members of St Paul. They are truly needed items. All donations
are tax deductable. Cash donations can be given to Marsha Grieser. There are HCCH donation envelopes and a
box in the overflow area for your contributions. When you do laundry or use the restrooms this week, please
think of the people in Hancock County who rinse their clothes in the sink with just water, or collect discarded
sandwich wrappers for other uses (yes, they do). All donations STAY in Hancock County. Thank you for your
caring and compassion.

ATTENTION women who have brought food to the church ! ! ! There are many plates, dishes, pans,
crock pots, and Tupperware items in the kitchen that need to be claimed. The kitchen items will be sorted this
week as to what will be taken to the new church. Things that will not make the move will be sold at auction on
Saturday, October 12th. If you are missing something, please take it home this week. We do certainly
appreciate everyone who has furnished food for funeral dinners, potlucks, coffee table, sewing day meals, and
to feed the church workers. We are certainly blessed with an abundance of good cooks who have prepared
many dishes to feed this congregation, so don’t forget to check the kitchen for something that may be yours.
SEPTEMBER SEWING DAY – Tuesday, September 10th and Tuesday, September 24th from
9:00AM – 2:00PM. Come all of the time or part of the time for the opportunity to help others in
need, good fellowship, and good food. Bring a dish to share for lunch. NOTE: Pizza will be
provided on the September 24th Sewing Day.
NEEDED for SEWING DAYS: Clean used sheets –– any size.
Christian greeting cards are available for $1. per card on the counter in the overflow area. This
display is sponsored by the St. Paul Youth.
ST. PAUL YOUTH RECYCLES –– St. Paul youth has put a box at the back of the
overflow area to collect USED print cartridges from your printers. So, don’t throw those
cartridges away anymore, put them in the box and we will recycle them and make a few
bucks in the process. Everyone wins! Anyone is welcome to place cartridges in the box.
Thanks!
FIRST SUNDAY ACTIVITIES: The September First Sunday activities will be on Sunday,
September 1st.
4th – 6th Grade –– 5:30PM – 6:45PM. Our First Sunday Activities are our flagship event for youth.
First Sunday activities begin at 5:30PM for grades 4th – 6th and run until 6:45PM or so. We provide
snacks and drinks and have lots of fun while also taking time at each event to allow faith to take root.
Any community youth is invited – no matter where you attend church. Friends are invited!
7th – 12th Grade ––7:00PM – 8:30PM. First Sundays are always open to youth in grades 7th – 12th from
St. Paul or from the community – everyone is welcome! First Sundays begin at 7:00PM and run until
around 8:30PM. Friends are ALWAYS welcome! We will have food, fun, fellowship, plan upcoming
events, and spend time in the Word. See you there! Come and enjoy the fellowship and fun.
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Cedar Point Work Days for this fall are set!!! We work on Saturdays, September 21st,
October 5th, October 19th, and October 26th. All shifts are 12:00PM – 6:00PM. Please
look and see if you can help any of these days with this great fundraiser!!! (Typically we leave
around 9:00AM and eat lunch at the employee cafeteria –– which is very reasonable priced ––
also admission is free obviously :)) Let Phil know if you need more information including the
grooming/age requirements for you newbies!
CHECK OUT THE ST. PAUL WEBSITE (www.stpaulevlutheran.org) and go to the YOUTH section
AND ALSO CHECK OUT THE ST. PAUL YOUTH on FACEBOOK – St. Paul Lutheran Church Youth
(be sure to LIKE us).

7TH GRADE CATECHISM SCHEDULE FOR SEPTEMBER
Sunday, September 8th –– 5:00PM – 6:30PM –– Introduction
Sunday, September 22nd –– 5:00PM – 7:00PM –– Movie Night – “Secondhand Lions”
8TH GRADE CATECHISM SCHEDULE FOR SEPTEMBER
Sunday, September 29th –– 5:00PM – 6:30PM – Introduction

Praise Team will begin practices of Wednesday, September 4th from 6:00PM – 7:00PM
Kelly and Vera’s Choirs (Children’s Choirs) will start practices on Wednesday, September 11th from
6:00PM – 6:30PM.
Sr. Choir practice will resume on Wednesday, September 4th at 7:00PM. We will be singing on
Shipwreck Sunday, September 15th, at the 9:00AM service and also at the 3:00PM Dedication Service on that
day. Current, former, and new members are welcome to join us for singing and fellowship at any time!
Kid’s Praise will begin on Wednesday, September 11th from 6:30PM – 7:30PM.

HEY – CHECK IT OUT – The monthly St. Paul newsletter is now available on the church website –
www.stpaulevlutheran.org. Go to the website and click on About Us and then St. Paul Newsletters and
download which ever newsletter you would like to view. The 2013 St. Paul Newsletters are now available to
download.
CHECK THIS OUT –– The gospel reading and the sermon are now on the St. Paul web page under
Sermons. You can listen to them directly off of the page or download to a device if you want to take it with
you to listen.
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1: Chores 2: School 3: Fun 4: Sports 5: Clubs 6: Homework
The place to go that will help you “keep your act together!” – CHURCH
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September 2013 Birthdays
Sunday, September 1st
Jacob Shepard
Sunday, September 1st
Ray Wilson
nd
Monday, September 2
Emily Durliat
Wednesday, September 4th Emily Shank
Friday, September 6th
Michael Rettig
Saturday, September 7th
Deb Clevenger
Saturday, September 7th
Pam Hoffman
th
Saturday, September 7
Cody Rader
Saturday, September 7th
Heather Smith
th
Monday, September 9
Matt Robinson
Tuesday, September 10th
Allison Coldren
th
Tuesday, September 10
Bennett Kimmel
Thursday, September 12th
Leilani Beery
th
Thursday, September 12
Jessica Boehm
Thursday, September 12th
Nicholas Clark
Thursday, September 12th
Chris Grieser
th
Thursday, September 12
Wayne Reichley
Thursday, September 12th
Nate Sheets
th
Friday, September 13
Dennis Branan
Sunday, September 15th
Karen Grieser
th
Tuesday, September 17
Scott Bower
Wednesday, September 18th Hannah Bayer
Wednesday, September 18th Anna Edmiston
Wednesday, September 18th Noah Edmiston
Thursday, September 19th
Addison Smith
th
Friday, September 20
Gene Beidelschies
Friday, September 20th
Jonathan Coldren
th
Friday, September 20
Loma Wilson
Saturday, September 21st
Kelsey Dempster
st
Saturday, September 21
Carol Grieser
Saturday, September 21st
Ethan Grieser
st
Saturday, September 21
Ryan Riegle
Sunday, September 22nd
Abby Fitch
rd
Monday, September 23
Carole Luke
Monday, September 23rd
Randy Young
Wednesday, September 25th Amanda Henson
Wednesday, September 25th Mike Ingram
Wednesday, September 25th Brittany Marquart
Wednesday, September 25th Keith Robinson
Wednesday, September 25th Dennis Ward
Thursday, September 26th
Leah Durliat
Friday, September 27th
Brittan Reichley
th
Saturday, September 28
Tracy Riegle
Sunday, September 29th
Ted Essinger
Sunday, September 29th
Miriam Smith
th
Monday, September 30
Jared Griggs
Monday, September 30th
Jacob Young

September 2013 Anniversaries
Tuesday, September 3rd
Dwayne and Devon Byrd – 2
th
Thursday, September 5
David and Stacey Laird – 4
Sunday, September 8th
Merritt and Dorine VonStein – 56
Monday, September 9th
Scott and Allison Reule – 7
Wednesday, September 11th Jon and Kris Russell – 20
Thursday, September 12th Aaron and April Smith – 4
Saturday, September 14th Jim and Edna Marshall – 56
Tuesday, September 17th
Curtis and Kristy Schroeder – 8
th
Tuesday, September 17
James and Melissa Wolford – 1
Wednesday, September 18th Jake and Amanda Leu – 3
Thursday, September 19th Gary and Mary Wilson – 32
Friday, September 20th
Tom and Tammie Babcock – 10
Saturday, September 21st Michael and Rebecca Stoltz – 22
Thursday, September 26th Kreg and Chris Sheets – 21
Monday, September 30th
Brad and Nancy Smith – 18
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